Ideas About the Future of Flying
passengers that the lifting capacity would enable the
wing to cany.
So it appears probable that the large, palatial air-
liner of the future will still consist of a proportionately
narrow wing, like that of an albatross, a streamlined
body, closely resembling the shape of a dirigible, and
a small, possibly partly retractable, tail. From 100
tons and up, land transports and flying boats will look
very similar. Engines, numerous other mechanisms,
fuel, cargo, part of the living quarters and promenade
decks, will most probably be located inside the wing.
The major part of the state-rooms, dining salons and
other rooms, will remain in the main body or boat
hulL Only this latter part would be supercharged
and, therefore, when flying at high altitude, it will not
be possible for passengers to remain in the wing com-
partment. Members of the crew will be able to visit the
wing compartments for the inspection of engines and
other mechanisms- While doing this they will use
special pressure suits, or oxygen, for breathing. To pass
into the wing from the supercharged body, they will
have to enter a small pressure chamber, close behind
them an air-tight door, gradually decrease the pressure,
and only then open the door leading to the non-super-
charged wing corridors.
Looking beyond twenty-five years, we can visualize
these huge flying ships with eventually three or four
decks, hundreds of state-rooms, long promenade and
observation galleries, dining salons, smoking and
dancing rooms, elevators to communicate between the
lower and upper decks, various rooms for recreation,
games and sport. While in flight they will look like
a conventional aircraft, and only their remarkably
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